
 

 

 

Street Portrait Photography 
Saturday 19th March 

Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensington 

10.30 - 16.00 with 1hr lunch 

 

Participate in a one-day workshop led by photographer Niall McDiarmid aimed to encourage 
learners to find their own style and confidence in street portraiture. Following an 
introduction to Niall's work, as well as a discussion of the history of street portraiture, 
participants will take to the streets to shoot their own photographs. Niall will share his 
secrets for identifying potential spots for portraits, camera setup, composition, use of 
available light, and crucially for approaching and working with subjects on the street. At the 
end of the workshop participants will have the chance to reflect with individual feedback 
from Niall in a review session. 
  
This workshop is suitable for beginners and a phone camera or DSLR can be used.  
Attendees must be 18+. 
 

Led by Niall McDiarmid, https://www.niallmcdiarmid.com/ 
 

Course Outline:  
 

10.15-10.30 Workshop participants arrive at the Sackler Centre, Victoria and Albert 
Museum. Tea and coffee will be provided.  

10.30-10.35 Welcome and Introduction by V&A Staff 

10.35-10.45 Overview of the session and outcomes with Niall McDiarmid. 
Introduction to Niall and his work across the UK.  

10.45-10.55 Introduction to Street Photography: its appeal, connection with fashion 
and design, and influential street photography examples through 
history. 

10.55-11.15 Study of a selection of street photographers with distinctive styles 
across different countries, eras and camera formats. Participants use 
this exercise to narrow down what ‘their style’ is or might be, as well as 
generating ideas for different techniques to try out over the course of 
the workshop. 

11.15-11.45 Hands-on technical instruction in street portrait photography. The 
fundamentals of composition, lighting, camera set up, and more 
advanced techniques, tips and tricks from Niall’s wealth of experience.  

11.45-12.00 Choosing a location: group walks around the museum and through 
practical examples Niall explains choosing a location, using the 
background to offset the subject (lighting, angles) and how to approach 
and work with a subject.  

https://www.niallmcdiarmid.com/


12.00-12.45 Participants work in groups of three to complete ‘tasks’ – practice 
exercises that get them familiar with different challenges in portrait 
photography e.g. working in low lighting, capturing movement 

12.45-13.00 Return to Digital Studio, review group tasks and feedback. 

13.00-14.00 Lunch and opportunity to visit the V&A photography galleries  

14.00-15.00 Individual task: participants go on a solo walk inside or outside the 
museum and take portraits of 4-5 individuals, incorporating everything 
they have learned.  

15.00-15.40 Return to Digital Studio and download photos. Niall to go through each 
participants photos giving feedback and advice. 

15.40-16.00 Wrap up, show and tell, and next steps to develop their photography 
practice and take better portraits.  

 

List of Materials: 
 

• A camera: phone camera, DSLR, other with storage space for taking pictures and 

charged battery 

• Weather appropriate clothing for spending time outside 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Winsor-Newton-Cotman-Colour-Pocket/dp/B000ILZAXI
https://www.amazon.com/Winsor-Newton-Cotman-Colour-Pocket/dp/B000ILZAXI

